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Dear Friends,
The timing of this newsletter arriving early in 2022 is not coincidental, like the New Year, it
contains messages of hope and significant opportunities. The first half of the school year allowed
us to get our students back to in-person after school sessions. You will find this issue filled with
images of our students immersed in experiential learning and traveling to college campuses again.
The experiences were as good as it looks on the expressions of their faces.
We know the challenges from the pandemic are not over. We also know they will not deter us from
delivering the college access programming our students depend upon to achieve their dreams.
Like them, we pivot, we adapt, and we lean into our strengths and appreciate the aid of our
partners, our community members and volunteers. Together, we are moving Chester County
Futures forward into our 25th year of programming, as anxious to celebrate the accomplishments
of our students as we were in that first school year of 1996-97.
Another non-coincidental occurrence during this auspicious year is our strategic planning process.
The pandemic has changed our world, the way we work, communicate, socialize and learn. The
shift to digital learning has not been an equitable experience. It has been extremely challenging
for students from under-resourced districts and we must be prepared to address the inequities in
the years to come. As we move through the assessment phase of our plan, we realize that every
challenge we experience allows us to find opportunities to do better.
At Chester County Futures, we refer to ourselves as a learning organization; unafraid to adapt, to
try new techniques and learn from the things we do not do well as much as from the things at
which we excel. Thanks to all of you, we know where to turn to ask for help. The desire to
SCAN HERE
TO DONATE
NOW!
continually improve and respond to our changing environment is the driving
force
in our strategic
planning process. We look forward to sharing our vision and new goals with you at the end of the
school year.
Happy New Year, and may 2022 bring health and prosperity to you and your loved ones.
Warm regards,
Maria McDonald
Executive Director

CCFUTURES.ORG

Matt B. Rovi
Board Chairman
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Chatham Adopts a Senior Class
BY SARA BOYKIN

At CCF, we are committed to ensuring student success, and
individualized guidance has been a foundation for achieving that
goal. The Adopt-A-Senior-Class program pairs professionals who
volunteer from corporations with students during after-school
meetings throughout the year. By having professionals in the
classroom, both the Student Services Coordinator (SSC) and the
students have support. Students are able to ask more questions
as the SSC provides direction to students who need more help.
The volunteers bring with them personal stories and
encouragement while guiding students through the rigorous
transition into post-secondary school life.

CCF New Hires!
SARA BOYKIN,
Student

Services Coordinator

We Have Lift-Off! - Mentoring at AGI
BY MARY WILLIAMS

In early 2021 when everyone was looking for some inspiration,
our Community Outreach Team found just that during our site
visit and custom tour of the AGI Headquarters. We were wowed
not only by the very cool, high tech site and fantastic cafeteria,
but by the fascinating crash course in what “AGI-ers” do all day
in the aerospace, defense, and telecommunications industries.
This energized and passionate group of problem-solvers and
scientists rolled out the welcome mat for CCF and allowed us to
share our Mission, Vision and Mentor Program with them. Our
collaboration with AGI and their inspiring employees has
strengthened the Mentor Program and we have enjoyed
matching them with our students.

Time for Takeoff! - Annual CCF EXPO
BY KIM DICKINSON

On Thursday, October 21st Chester County Futures held our 14th
annual College and Career EXPO: Time For Takeoff. Lincoln University
hosted 21 colleges and 6 companies who came together to give sixty
of our Passport to College students a sneak peek into their institutions.
Due to safety concerns presented by the pandemic, the EXPO was
open to our 11th and 12th graders this year.
CCFUTURES.ORG

Sara is a CCF alumna
who graduated from
Coatesville Area Senior
High School in 2014 and
Temple University in
2019 with a B.A. in
Psychology. While
receiving her degree,
she interned with CCF
from 2017 to 2018. Now
as a Student Services
Coordinator, she works
in the classrooms with
our seniors, preparing
them for life after high
school. Outside of work,
she enjoys reading,
yoga, and spending
time outdoors.
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It was an informative and fun afternoon filled with face-to-face
conversations. While students explored the different college
and career opportunities, they completed their Time For
Takeoff questionnaire and received their travel stamps for
their EXPO "passports". These questions helped to initiate the
conversations between admission representatives, career
representatives and the students. It was so engaging that the
students' biggest complaint of the day was that there wasn't
enough time to talk with everyone! The afternoon ended with
the students taking a tour of Lincoln University’s main campus
oasis amid the rolling farmlands. They were now ready for
takeoff no matter what the destination!

Kick-Start College with CCF Boot Camp
BY PRISCILLA OCASIO

Save the Date!
Strikes For
Futures
Sunday,
March 6th, 2021
Time TBA
Register online at
ccfutures.org

This year we sent our high school graduates off to college with
our annual College Boot Camp, hosted by Lincoln University.
The day was full of workshops where students learned skills
such as time management and financial literacy, as well as selfcare practices to manage stress and maintain their mental
health. We closed the day off with an Alumni Panel, where CCF
graduates were able to share their stories and answer
questions about life on campus.

Camera Rolling for Fresh Filmmakers
BY PRISCILLA OCASIO

It was a great kickoff for our first Fresh Filmmakers meeting of
the school year! Presenters Stacey Grant and Dave Bisson from
Koi-Fly Creative led an introductory session at Coatesville High
School for the group of 10th and 11th grade students who
were new to the program. There were some familiar faces in
the mix as a few of the seniors from last year’s group returned
to the program to offer their experience to the newcomers.
Fresh Filmmakers is an after school program that offers
interested students an opportunity to learn the basics of
filmmaking and get a first-hand glance at what a career in
videography could look like, all taught by local professionals
currently working in the field.
CCFUTURES.ORG
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A Bright Future With Strategic Planning
BY MARIA MCDONALD

As we thought about what the future of CCF should look like,
one thing became abundantly clear: the ways in which we
learn and work in today's world are changing, and it's time for
us to adapt. In order to help us build a sustainability game
plan, CCF has partnered with Ryan Walter of Parrels Advisory,
a well-versed strategic advisor and business professional. Mr.
Walter specializes in working with organizations focused on
education, youth and community welfare to help them build
momentum through clear strategy and execution. His work
with CCF has been imperative to the process of assessing our
areas of focus, shifting our perspective, and reimagining the
way we approach program delivery and sustainability. We are
delighted to see where this partnership takes us on this
introspective journey!

CCF New Hires!
STORMY BELL,

Development Associate

CCF Classic Golf Outing
BY CLARENCE JOHNSON

Chester County Futures had the distinct pleasure to host over
80 golfers at the beautiful Applebrook Golf Club in early
September 2021. It was a great day of golf highlighted by
fantastic weather at a splendid venue.
Classic Golf is our organization’s largest fund-raising event
and this year did not disappoint, as we were able to raise
record proceeds to help us fulfill our mission. Our sincere
thanks goes to our golfers, sponsors and Applebrook staff for
making our 21st Annual Classic Golf tournament a resounding
success!
Finally, this event could not have occurred were it not for the
Golf Committee, led by Tom Lutter and Mike Roynan, and our
volunteers who put in many hours of planning and
preparation. Our 22nd Annual Classic Golf Tournament is
already scheduled for September 6, 2022, as we once again
return to the wonder Applebrook facilities. See you next year!
Fore!
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Stormy is a seasoned
development professional,
who has worked with both
national and international
non-profits, an
independent school, and is
an executive team member
for the Board of Overseers
at her ala mater, Lasell
University. She holds a MS
in Management/Marketing.
As the Development
Associate, she oversees
special events, grant
procurement, and
community engagement.
Stormy is passionate about
her family, giving back to
the community, and being
a lifelong learner.
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